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Do You Woo-Woo? | Do.

by Julie Wray Herman

Stories with a hint of the supernatura
arebig hits thesedays.! like to think of

my early fascination with spooky
storiesasbeingaheadof my time.

When| walkedto schooleachmorning
during gradeschool,|®dcut throughan
old unpavedalleywaythat had all but
disappearedunder a canopy of large
oaksand horse apple trees. Thenere a
quartet of shotgun houses leaning
against one another for support along
thenorth sideof thealley. Everysingle
morning an old wizenedwoman in a
ginghamapronstoodon the front porch
of the first housel passed.Sheleaned
on an old twig broom, nevermoving a
muscle excepto turn her heado watch
me pick my way alongthe dirt path. |

studiously avoided looking directly at
her. To this day, | remain convinced

thatif | had approacheber, shewould
havedisappearethto thin air.

My dad would have accusedme of
giving in to an overactiveimagination.
I must admit that | havenOobutgrown
this tendency.l left a room high in a

Scaottish castle rather suddenly just a
few years ago. The atmospheredrove
me down that winding staircasein
recordtime. While it probably wasall
in my mind, the feelingthatsomething
terrifying happenedin that room was
overwhelming.

May your imagination know no
limitations. Off you go into the Land of
WonderNHappy Reading from the
Femmedatales.

Julie lives on a small organic farm
outside Houston, Texas. Sheindulges
in writing; costume design; and
volunteering for public schools,
conservationgroups, and the United
StatesPony Club. Whenshe hastime,
she can be found relieving stress by
yankingweedsrom her flower bedsAA

Charlaine Harris

In the spring, a parentOdancy lightly

turns to thoughts of softball, to

paraphraseTennyson.Charlaine spends
the warmer months watching her
daughterplay for various teams.Shehas
been frozen, sunburned, windBblown,
rainbdrenchedand hailed upon in her
supportof her daughterOsoftball career.
In betweengames, she writes a little.

SheOsworking on the next Sookie
Stackhouseat themoment.

Thinking about JulieOsntroductory story
about the frightening old lady, 1Om
reminded of a bit of commonly held
wisdom that says children and animals
can seeghosts much more readily than
adults can.lOmcertainlywilling to credit
that belief. IOma writer and reader of
woobwoo,and | see books with super-
natural elements as our attempt to
recapturethe feeling of wonderwe had as
childrenwhen weread (orwere read¥airy
tales.

After years of writing conventional
mysteries, | made the leap to writing
woobwoobecausd wantedto feel again

that scalpbtinglingsensationthat tells
you youOre facing something
inexplicable by ordinary means, that
goosebbumpthrill that warnsyou the
world is not whatyou think it is.

But instead of writing a Stephen
Kingblike horror novel, a streak of
perversity turned me toward the
humorous,and insteadof being really
frightening, atleasthalf my paranormal
booksaresupposedo be funny.

The Sookie Stackhousebooks have
their grim and tensemoments but they
alsocontaina big dollop of amusement
Harper Connelly, my lightningBstruck
corpsefinder, hasa much more serious
lifeNand she doesnOfet you forget
that. But both women are believersin
the supernatural.

What do | believe?IOmon the fence.
But if | saw JulieOsfrightening old
lady, | wouldnOtat all be surprisedif
shevanishedn a puff of smoke. AA
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Toni L.P. Kelner

Toni tends to be skeptical of the
supernatural, but never questionedher
grandmotherOsprophetic dreams. She
says, OGrandmamawould dream of
seeing a family memberOdody in a
casket. That person would die soon
thereafter. One time she didnOtsee a
person,justkind of a blur. A weeklater,
my sister miscarried. It would havebeen
disrespectfulto attack those experiences
logically.O

One of the traditions at my daughter
ValerieOschoolis to setleprechaurtraps
on St. PatrickOsDay. While the traps
never quite succeed, the leprechaun
usually losesa chocolatecoin or two in

each trap. This year, Valerie built a
tempting landscape with gold coins
sparklingin a bed of Eastergrass,anda
cottage booby-trapped with  tape.
Unfortunately, she was sick on St.

PatrickOs Day, and negat to takein her
trap. Amazingly, a leprechawameto our
houseandthoughhe managedo get out

of the tape, he left a tiny note and two

gold dollar coins.



| donOknow if Valerie really believesin
leprechaunsor not. But she wants to
believe. She wants thereto be magic in
this world. She just needsa little help,
andif writing anote with greenink helps
herbelieve,itOgime well spent.

ThatOBow| seeurban fantasy (the curre|
marketing label for woobwoo).1 donOf
seriously believe that there are vampires
living amongus, but itOsfun to pretend,
if only for a few moments, that thereQ:
somethingelseoutthere.

But just as Valerie needsgold coins to

boost her belief, readersneeda touch of

reality to make the supernaturakasierto

accept.For example,in OHowStella Got

Her Grave Back,Ql tackledthe legendof

vampires being able to enthrall humans
with their gaze. My newbiezampire Mark
canOtenthrall a fly, let alonea person,
because itnade sensthatevena vampire
would have to practice something like

that. And if older folks tendto drive more
slowly, just think how methodicallyand
carefully a vampire would drive?

Those details are just like coinsin a
leprechaun trap, helping readers believe

Kris Neri

Living and writing in the vortex of
SedonaArizona, the Vatican City of the
New Age, Kris Neri is no stranger to
things that go bump in the night.
Fortunately, itOs usually just her cat
knockingbooksoff shelves.

| explore the paranormal through the
unlikely pairing of SamanthaBrennanN
fake medium, scam psychic, and bogus
spiritual advisor to the stars in Los
AngelesNand Annabelle HaggertyN
straightblaced FBI agent and Celtic
goddess.Though they clash like plaids
and prints, the universe has fated
SamanthandAnnabelleto work together.
That meansl get to explore AnnabelleO
mysterious world through SamanthaC
awestruck eyes.
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All writing is fun, butnothinghasbeen
as enjoyable for me as creating
AnnabelleOgealm. Though Samanthe
insists she OwouldnOtknow the
differencebetweena supernaturalision

and an enema,@ogetherweOvdearned
that Annabellepsband of school yard
irregularsarenOkids, but leprechauns
that itOsbansheesnot cops,who patrol
L.A.Os parks; and that some of the
cloying lounge singerswho entertainus
arenOt merely louperformers, but bad
behaving gods. Through Annabelle, |

get to schemewith dolphins, insteadof

just wistfully watchingthem from the
shore.l evenget to talk to the dead,
some of whom, IOvelearned, become
remarkably chatty after they pass ovel

Becausemysteriesmust test characters
though, IOve alsaliscovered thathings
canOthe easyfor supernaturalbeings.
The bad guys they face must challenge
eventheir powers,and thereOalwaysa
pricefor usingmagic.

HmmmE Despiteits advantagestheir
world soundsastough as ours. Makes
you wonder why | so wish it were
real. AA

Donna Andrews

YouOd think wooBwoo would come
naturally to DonnaAndrewsNsheread
widely in fantasyas a child, and her
first (asyet unpublishedhovelfeatured
a narrator who, thanksto a wayward
curse,hadbeenenchantednto the form
of alarge, brownvenomoussnake But
alas! Her first attemptto combineher
two favorite genresNfantasy and
mysteryNhit an unexpected snag.

Do | wooPwoo?Yeah,but IOmot sure
Meg Langslowdoes.

MegOsonly close encounter of the
supernaturalkind was in the story
ONightShades@n Chesapeak€rimes
1), whereshesolvesan auntOs murder
the request of the auntOsghost. |

planned it as homage to Helen
ChappellOsvonderful seriesin which
reporter Hollis Ball solves mysteries
with help from herex-husband@ghost.
But severalearly readersinsisted Meg
wastoo sensibleand downbtobeartto

seeghosts.

Maybethey wereright. But | loved the
story idea. Whatto do?| pouredthree
strong margaritasinto Meg at the
beginningof the story, andsuddenlyno
onedoubtedthatshecould seeghosts.

But | still have this yen to play with

things that go bump in the night. So a
character who was supposedto be a
walkbonin The PenguinWho Knew Too
Much is returning for an encorein Six
GeeseabSlaying Dr. Smoot, probably
doomedto remain Caerphilly CountyO:s
acting medical examiner indefinitely,

since thereis Onoway the chief or the
town council would offer a permanenti
appointmento a medical examinerwho,

in additionto determiningthe manner ant
means of death, would occasionally
venturean opinion on the likelihood of

the deceased®@sturn asa ghost, vampire,
or zombie.O

IOmhavingfun with Smoot.AA

Elaine Viets

Murder with Reservations Elaine sixth
DeadbEndJob mysteryfeaturing Helen
Hawthorne, will be published in
paperbackfrom Obsidian in May. For
this book, Helen and Elaine worked as
hotel maids. Elaine is grateful to her
readers, her sister FemmesFatales and
the many members of the mystery
communitywho helpedwhenshewassick
last April. Thankyou all.

My Southerngrandmothersaid she was
psychic. But for Grandma,this was no

gift. Shethoughtit wasa curseto know
the future. Grandma could tell when
someonewas going to die becausethey
appearedn her dreamssurroundedby a
dark ring. She swore me to secrecy
becauseshewas afraid her gift meantshe
was crazy. Grandmawas relieved that |

hadno psychicability.

Grandma has been gone almost forty
years,and| still miss her. The night she
died, she appearedn my dreamstelling
me to takethe begoniasshe keptin the
basement.l kept them for some thirty
years,until theydied of old age.
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The Femmes Win—So Can You!

Dana Cameronwon the 2007 Anthony Awardfor
Best Paperback Original at Bouchercon.

Malice Domesticbrings severalaccoladesto the
FemmesNot only is Charlaine Harris the Guest
of Honor, but both Donna Andrews and Elaine
Viets have beemominatedor the Agathafor Best
Novel. Donna is also up for the Agatha for Best
Short Story.

Charlaine will also be lauded at the Romantic
Times Booklovers Convention. SheOs been
nominatedfor ReviewersO Choidewvardsfor Best
Amateur Sleuth Novel and Best Urban Fantasy
Protagonist,and Career AchievementAwards for

Awards,given by the memberof the Southeastert

with the FemmegFatales(blog. Some time after

winner,too.AA

UrbanFantasyand Mystery Series.
Mary Saumsis afinalist in the 2008 SIBA Book

Independent Booksellers Association.
Foryour chanceto win, be sureto keepup to date

Malice Domestic,the Femmeswill be announcing
a new contest! WeOrkeepingit all underwraps,
but one thing we cantell you, therewill be a great
Grand Prizeof booksand otherfun treats!Sokeep
in touchwith the Femmes,and you maybe a big

IOveonly had one other Opsychic@ream.
My gray cat Montanawas my writing

partnerfor many mysteries.Monty wasa
big fellow, weighing nearly twelve
pounds.He followedme aroundhe house
like a puppy and saton my lap while |

wrote.

Onenight, | dreamedthat somethingwas
wrongwith Monty. In the dream,his body
was surrounded by graycloud. | tried to
dismissit, but | couldnOget rid of the
feeling that something was wrong.
Finally, I examinedMonty carefully and
sawthat he hada pink tumor the size of
guarteron his flank. | took Monty to the
vetandthetumorwasremoved.

He lived several years after that dream.A

Dana Cameron

DanaOsecentlybecome obsessevdth the
folklore  of  vampires in New
England.ThereOsctually good scientific
and documentargvidence for théeliefin
them (note: not Othe presenceOjn the
18th and 19th centuries.The story is a
sad one, associated with the fear
generatedy tuberculosisoutbreaksput it
makes for fascinating research for
folklorists, archaeologists,and physical
anthropologists.

IOve spent my share of time in
cemeteries. [Ovieandled human remains.
IOve crawled around in abandonec
buildings and | know from secret
staircasedOvdived in Salem,Mass.

These are things many people would
consider conducive to encounteringthe
supernaturalput IOmnot what youOctall
susceptible.In my first book, | wrote
Obeing a&cientist,| only believein ghosts

for other people,G sentimentl pretty
much share with my series pro-
tagonist.Despite tales of spooky and
inexplicable things friends have
encounteredin their work acrossthe
four cornersof the globe, it never
occurredto me to write ghoststoriesor
urban fantasy.

Sowhy, whenl wasaskedto contribute
to Wolfsbane and Mistletoe did a
werewolf story come so easily?

It took me a while to figure out what
you probably already know: writing

supernaturalfiction isnOtthat different
from writing any other kind  of

story. Werewolves, vampires, and
sorcerers are justharacters with culture
constraintsThey may not be cultures
IOvegrown up with, and the characters
may havedifferent physicaland psychic
abilities, but weOre telling human
storieswith inhuman charactersThose
powersandconstraintsare thereto help
askthe questionseverystoryNmystery,
romance,fantasy, or slice-of-lifeNhas
to ask: OWhatOs right? Whabuld you

do? WhatOgossible?0 Theeee just a
few more options for characterchange
when youOre writing lycanthropes.AA

Mary Saums

Mary regrets she has never had a

supernatural experience. Maybe thatOs
why shesprinkles bits of wooBwoointo

her new Thistle & Twigg books.TheyOr
set near an old growth forest where
anything can happen. Actually, there
are just as many strange goings-onin

Tullulah, the little town at the edgeof the
woods...

My fondness for ghosts comes from
narrowly missingone when I was akid. |
was aboutsix whenan ancientgreatbaun
died.On herlast day alive, she lay on a
bedat my grandparentsfouse,setup in
the living room so visitors could talk to
her, or watch hecroak,aswasthe custom
of the day.Mostly the latter, |
imagine,sinceshewasmeanasa snake.

An army of womenfolkkept harassing me
with, OHoney, can | get yousome
pie?0 andhe like, so | went outside.l

was under a peach tree when the end c:

First therewasa screamthen loud gasps
and exclamations.All the kids outside
stopped,looked at each otherandhit the
kitchen door with arms and legs flailing

and kicking. The womenfolk horde made
us sit at the table, butan oldercousin
who camein from the living

roomfor some fruit teatold us what
happened.He said a funny light or

cloud came in the window over her
bed. Her eyes flew open, she screamed
said, OGetthat mule outta my facelO
Sheslumpeddeadand the cloud went
away. Everybody agreed the Devil came
take her homefor her meannessShejust
mistook him for a mule due to her
cataracts. Dang, | miss all the good
stuff. AA
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While Julie Wray Herman is graduating

to FemmesFatales Emerita status after

this newsletter,she continuesto pursue

her overactivelife, including writing. Her
short story OMonstrosity@vill appearin

the 2009 AmericariCrime WriterOs Leagt

anthology,Murder Past,Murder Present
|

Charlaine HarristMay tour is on her
web site, so if youOdike to meet herand
get your books signed,show up at oneof

the bookstoressheQwisiting. Or attend

IDConor Malice Domesticin April. The
televisionseriesTrue Blood, basedon the
Sookie books, will air sometime this
year. The productionObeen delayed by
the (now over,thankGod)writerOstrike.

Toni L.P. KelnerOsnew OWherarethey

now?Omysteryseriesdebutedin January
with Without Mercy. Justas exciting, she

recentlysignedwith Berkley PrimeCrime
to publishthe paperbaclof WithoutMercy
and two more in the series. But before
that comes about, Wolfsbane and
Mistletoe the Christmas werewolf
anthology co-editedwith Charlaine,will
be released in October.

Kris NeriOdatestwoobwoastory, OHocus

Pocuson Fridaythe 13th,Qdebutedin the
anthology Medium of Murder from Red

Coyote Press.YouQllfind more magic
in OShowtimen the Winter Solstice,C
aswell asherawardBwinnerand other
favorites, in  KrisOs short story
collection, TheRosein the Snow:Tales
of Mischief and Mayhem due out in
Summer2008.

Donna Andrews has two Meg
Langslowbooks coming out this year.
In Cockatiels at Seven (July), Meg
solvesa murderwhile saddledwith a
wayward two-year-old. And in Six
Geesea-Slaying (October), sheOdeen
put in chargeof the local Christmas
parade Donnaalso contributeda story,

Femmes Fatales is free, and
can be copied if copyright
information is included.

If you prefer paper, send your
address to Femmes Fatales,
P.O. Box 1248, Cypress, TX
77410D1248.

For electronic copies, send your
ebmail address to Fatales@
femmesfatalesauthors.com.
Include  Osubscription®  or
ONewsletterO in the subject
header.AA
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News from the Femmes Fatales

OHaireof the Beast,(o Wolfsbaneand
Mistletoe Charlaineand ToniOsipcoming
anthology.

Elaine VietsOsseventh Dead-End Job
Mystery, Clubbed to Death will be
publishedin hardcoveMay 6. This time,

HelenandElaineworkedin a countryclub
whose motto should have beenODoyou

know who | am?OElaine will tour ten
cities for Clubbed to Deattbfrom St.

Louis to SanDiego. Checkout the dates
andlocationsat herwebsite.

Dana CameronOssixth Emma Fielding
mystery, Ashesand Bones won the 2007
Anthony Award for Best Paperback
Original at BoucherconAnchorage.(Her
story, OThelLords of Misrule,Owas also
nominated.) Her first foray into urban
fantasy, OThe Night Things Changed,(
will appearin Wolfsbaneand Mistletoein

October2008. If you()reattgnding[\/lalice

Domestic, be sure to say OHey!O

Mary Saumslooks forwardto seeingold
friendsandmeetingnew onesthis year at
Malice Domestic. SheOshrilled that her
2007 book, Thistle & Twigg, is now out
in paperback.The secondbook in the
series,Mighty Old Bones comesout in
May from St. MartinOsvlinotaur.AA



